
 
 
Skamania County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue 
VOLUNTEER INFORMATION AND APPLICATION PACKAGE 

 
 
 
Dear Prospective Volunteer, 
 
Thank you for your interest in joining the Skamania County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue 
(SCSOSAR) Team. SCSOSAR is a dedicated group of highly trained volunteers who serve our 
community by responding to search and rescue missions throughout Skamania County and the 
surrounding region. As a volunteer, you would play an essential first responder role in 
supporting life-saving operations alongside skilled professionals and fellow team members who 
are deeply committed to public service. 
 
At SCSOSAR, we prioritize safety, responsibility, and professionalism in all aspects of our work. 
These values are foundational to our mission and critical to the success of our team. 
 
To ensure operational effectiveness and responder safety, all prospective volunteers must 
complete a structured application, screening, and training process. This includes prerequisite 
coursework, background checks, attendance at required meetings, interviews, orientation, 
ongoing training commitments, and certification in core competencies as defined by the 
Washington State Department of Emergency Management (DEM). 
 
In addition to this Information Doc, attached you will find the Volunteer Application & 
Questionnaire Form, the Background Check Form, and the Minimum Gear List. This entire 
packet provides detailed information about team requirements, expectations, and the level of 
commitment necessary to serve with SCSOSAR. 
 
Please review the outlined prerequisites, important dates, attendance expectations, and 
application submission deadline carefully. 
 
Once your application has been submitted and approved, we will contact you with next steps in 
the selection and onboarding process. Applicants selected to move forward with each biannual 
cohort will be guided through the Orientation and SAR Academy process to ensure they are fully 
prepared to contribute safely and effectively to the team. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your interest in serving Skamania County and your willingness to give 
your time and energy to this important work. We look forward to reviewing your application and 
welcoming qualified candidates into our growing SCSOSAR team. 
 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Skamania County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue Team (SCSOSAR) 
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WHAT TO EXPECT IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS 
SCSOSAR is now using a structured, multi-phase application, onboarding, and membership 
process designed to ensure readiness, commitment, and team fit. 
 

●​ No limit on the number of people who may submit application packages  
○​ Submitting an application package does not guarantee the chance to interview or 

move forward in the application process. 
●​ Prospective applicants are highly encouraged to routinely attend general meetings 

prior to the application window (2nd Thursday of every month, 7:00PM-9:00PM, North 
Bonneville Fire Department, North Bonneville, WA 98639). This shows us readiness, 
commitment, and intent. 

●​ These general meeting dates & applicant windows will also be posted on our website 
(under development) in the near future. 

●​ It is highly encouraged to accomplish the following application requirements prior to the 
biannual application window opening – as they will be required to submit with your 
application package:  

○​ Complete and pass ICS 100 and ICS 700 in advance (certificates/proof will be 
required to upload/attach with application package). *Information included below. 

○​ CPR/FirstAid/AED certification (certification/card will be required to 
upload/attach when applying) **Information included below 

○​ Application & Questionnaire Form (attached) 
○​ Background Check Form (attached) 

Exception: ICS pre-requisite requirement waived during government 
funding lapses when FEMA ICS courses/tests are inaccessible. 
Requirements must be met as soon as courses and exams are accessible.  

 
BIANNUAL APPLICATION WINDOWS 
​ SPRING 

●​ The second Thursday of APRIL 
●​ 14 day application window 
●​ Closing 11:59pm Thursday (14 days after the second Thursday) 

 
FALL 

●​ The second Thursday of OCTOBER 
●​ 14 day application window 
●​ Closing 11:59pm Thursday (14 days after the second Thursday) 

 
REQUIRED ATTENDANCE DATES - PRIOR TO APPLYING 
To apply during the each biannual application cycle, attendance at the following two meetings 
on The second Thursday of the applicable April or October cycle, is required: 
 
6:15–6:45 PM – Applicant Information Session (required to apply) 
7:00–9:00 PM – General Meeting (required to apply) 
 
Location: North Bonneville Fire Department, North Bonneville, WA 98639​
 
During the Applicant Information Session, we will cover expectations, time commitment, training 
requirements, typical costs, mission types, an overview of the probationary period, and more. 
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APPLICATION WINDOW, INTERVIEW SCHEDULE, CAPACITY 
●​ At this time there is no limit to the number of applications we will accept. (14 day 

window) 
●​ Upon closing of the application window all application packages will be reviewed and 

rated. Up to a maximum of 20 applicants will be selected to go forward for background 
check processing 

●​ Approximately 2-3 weeks after the application window closes, up to 20 applicants will be 
contacted for panel interviews 

●​ Panel Interviews are to be conducted approximately in the 2-3+ weeks after the 
application window closes 

●​ Upon review, rating, and selection – up to 10 interviewees will be chosen to move 
forward as a cohort in that seasons’ Training & Membership SAR Academy 

●​ Follow-up after interviews can be expected approximately 1.5-2 weeks post-interview 
●​ Academy Orientation is expected approximately 2 mos from the beginning of the initial 

application window 
○​ Spring/April Application Window = Early/Mid June Academy Orientation 

(required) 
○​ Fall/October Application Window = Early/Mid December Academy Orientation 

(required) 
 
Those not accepted in any part of the application and interview process may be encouraged to 
re-apply at the next applicant window. 
 
For interested parties, we highly encourage routine attendance at our general meetings 
prior to the application window.  
 
 
Thank you again for your interest in SCSOSAR and for taking the time to learn about our 
process. 
 
We look forward to meeting you! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Skamania County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue, Membership Committee 
membership@scsosar.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

mailto:membership@scsosar.org


*ICS 100 & 700 INFORMATION 
 
We thank you for your interest and willingness to serve the citizens and visitors of Skamania 
County.  
 
As part of the application and onboarding process, all SAR personnel are required by the state 
of Washington to have completed two FEMA online courses that introduce the Incident 
Command System (ICS) and the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  
 
These courses help ensure that every responder operates under a common structure during 
missions and training events.  
 

Exception: ICS pre-requisite requirement waived during government 
funding lapses when FEMA ICS courses/tests are inaccessible. 
Requirements must be met as soon as courses and exams are accessible.  

 
 
REQUIRED FEMA ISC 100 & 700 COURSES 
 
1. IS-100.c – Introduction to the Incident Command System (ICS-100)  
This course introduces the fundamentals of the Incident Command System, including structure, 
terminology, and key operational roles. 
 

●​ Course Overview and Registration: 
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c 

●​ Direct Course Link: https://emilms.fema.gov/is_0100c/  
 
2. IS-700.b – An Introduction to the National Incident Management System (NIMS)  
This course explains how NIMS provides a consistent nationwide framework for all emergency 
management and response activities.  
 

●​ Course Overview and Registration: 
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b 

●​ Course Materials: https://training.fema.gov/is/coursematerials.aspx?code=IS-700.b  
 
Steps to Complete the Courses 
 

1.​ Obtain a FEMA Student Identification (SID) Number Go to https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid  
and register for your FEMA SID. This number will allow you to access and take FEMA 
Independent Study courses.  
 

2.​ Log in to the FEMA Independent Study Site Visit https://training.fema.gov and log in 
using your FEMA SID.  
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3.​ Enroll and Complete IS-100.c and IS-700.b Work through each course module at your 
own pace. Expect to spend about two hours on each course. Here is an example of how 
to currently register for IS-100.c  

            
 

 
4.​ Take and Pass the Final Exam You must score at least 75% to pass. You can retake the 

exam if needed.  
 

5.​ Download Your Certificates of Completion Once complete, download and save your 
certificates. To apply you will be required to upload/attach these to your application 
package 

 
Completing these courses ensures our entire team shares a common operational language and 
understanding when working alongside the Skamania County Sheriff’s Office, Fire Districts, and 
regional SAR partners. Thank you again for your desire to serve. We’re proud to have you apply 
to the team and look forward to meeting you. 
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**RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FOR  
REQUIRED CPR / FIRST AID / AED Certification 
 

●​ American Red Cross CPR, First Aid and AED Certification 
●​ American Heart Association (AHA) Heartsaver® First Aid CPR AED Course 
●​ Skamania County EMS Public Education Offerings 
●​ Cascade Training 
●​ Other Local Fire Departments & Hospitals (Browser Search: Local Fire 

Departments/Hospitals near me for CPR First Aid Aed Certification) 
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